
First Iridium NEXT Hosted Payload Agreement Signed
MCLEAN, Va., Feb. 3, 2011  -- Iridium Communications Inc. (Nasdaq:IRDM) today announced that Orbital
Sciences Corporation (NYSE:ORB), Dulles, Va., has signed an agreement with Iridium that reserves
hosted payload capacity on Iridium's next-generation satellite constellation, Iridium NEXT.

Under the terms of the agreement, Orbital will make several non-refundable deposits totaling $10 million
in 2011 for a right-of-first refusal on 20 percent of the network's capacity to host third-party payloads.
The parties also have agreed to the basic terms of Orbital purchasing this hosted payload capacity on
behalf of its customers. Iridium believes the arrangement with Orbital has the potential to be worth more
than $100 million, including hosting fees and recurring data service fees once in orbit.

Orbital was selected last week by Iridium's prime contractor for the system and the constellation, Thales
Alenia Space, to serve as satellite integrator and test partner for Iridium NEXT. Over the next five years,
Orbital, at its facility in Gilbert, Ariz., will assemble and test 81 Iridium satellites (66 operational
satellites, six in-orbit spares, and nine on-the-ground spares) being built by Thales Alenia Space.

"Orbital's far-sighted move validates the value and importance of commercially hosted payloads," said
General Lance W. Lord (USAF-Ret.), who serves on Iridium's Government Advisory Board. "Under
President Obama's National Space Policy, it is clear that our government departments and agencies are
directed to take advantage of private sector investments to lower the overall cost of space missions, and
this new agreement is a great step forward."

Orbital and Iridium are working closely together to market this capacity to specific U.S. government
customers to ensure the program can meet the Iridium NEXT deployment timelines and is consistent
with other hosted payload programs. Orbital, as the satellite integrator and test sub-contractor for
Iridium NEXT, will also be responsible for the integration of hosted payload platforms with the Iridium
NEXT satellites. Orbital's role as the satellite integrator is critical to ensuring that multiple hosted
payloads, including Orbital's capacity, can be accommodated simultaneously on the Iridium NEXT
constellation.

Iridium CEO Matt Desch said, "Commercially hosted payloads on Iridium NEXT offer a significant
opportunity to government programs. To achieve the cost savings that commercial hosted payloads
offer, it is imperative that companies, and government and research organizations, make plans and
design systems now – in advance of our first launches, which are scheduled for 2015. With this
agreement, Orbital has locked-in capacity today to ensure certain missions can meet our commercial
timelines. While Iridium is working with a number of potential hosted payload customers, and expects to
announce additional deals in the coming 12-18 months, it's wonderful to have taken this significant first
step."

"Hosted payloads on the Iridium NEXT spacecraft offer a unique combination of performance and low
cost, and can benefit a wide range of missions and customers," said Mr. Michael Hamel, Orbital's Senior
Vice President of Corporate Strategy. "We have considerable experience with hosted payloads, most
recently with the Commercially Hosted Infrared Payload Flight Demonstration Program (CHIRP), and
understand the importance of balancing host schedules with customer requirements. For many years,
Orbital has been a trusted partner of the U.S. government and will play a critical role in implementing
these important space-based missions."

At its Analyst Day in December 2010, Iridium described the various hosted payload programs that are
being evaluated. The most likely program for Iridium NEXT would be the hosting of a combination of
payloads for different customers on the same satellite, most likely not all 66. Based on Iridium's current
opportunities, the company expects hosted payloads to provide between $200 million to $300 million in
net cash contributions as well as additional service revenues in 2017 and beyond.

About Iridium Communications Inc.

Iridium Communications Inc. (www.iridium.com) is the only mobile satellite service (MSS) company
offering coverage over the entire globe. The Iridium constellation of low-Earth orbiting (LEO) cross-linked
satellites provides critical voice and data services for areas not served by terrestrial communication
networks. Iridium serves commercial markets through a worldwide network of distributors, and provides
services to the U.S. Department of Defense and other U.S. and international government agencies. The
company's customers represent a broad spectrum of industry, including maritime, aeronautical,
government/defense, public safety, utilities, oil/gas, mining, forestry, heavy equipment and
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government/defense, public safety, utilities, oil/gas, mining, forestry, heavy equipment and
transportation. Iridium has launched a major development program for its next-generation satellite
constellation, Iridium NEXT. The company is headquartered in McLean, Va., U.S.A. and trades on the
NASDAQ Global Select Market under the ticker symbols IRDM (common stock), IRDMW ($7.00 warrants),
IRDMZ ($11.50 warrants) and IRDMU (units).

Forward-Looking Statements

Statements in this press release that are not purely historical facts may constitute forward-looking
statements as defined in the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking
statements include statements regarding anticipated market growth and potential sales of hosted
payload capacity. Other forward-looking statements can be identified by the words "anticipates," "may,"
"can," "believes," "expects," "projects," "intends," "likely," "will," "to be" and other expressions that are
predictions or indicate future events, trends or prospects. These forward-looking statements involve
known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors that may cause the actual results,
performance or achievements of Iridium to differ materially from any future results, performance or
achievements expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. These risks and uncertainties
include, but are not limited to, uncertainties regarding increases in customer demand for our products
and services, growth in subscribers and revenue, Iridium's ability to maintain the health, capacity and
content of its satellite constellation, as well as general industry and economic conditions, and
competitive, legal, governmental and technological factors. Other factors that could cause actual results
to differ materially from those indicated by the forward-looking statements include those factors listed
under the caption "Risk Factors" in the company's Form 10-Q for the quarter ended September 30, 2010
and filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission on November 9, 2010. There is no assurance
that Iridium's expectations will be realized. If one or more of these risks or uncertainties materialize, or if
Iridium's underlying assumptions prove incorrect, actual results may vary materially from those
expected, estimated or projected. Iridium's forward-looking statements speak only as of the date of this
press release and Iridium undertakes no obligation to update forward-looking statements.
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